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Letter from the President 
 
Hello and welcome to our Spring  Newsletter! 

 

One of the many wonderful things about being part of Guilford is the sense of community and its special 
identity, vitally supported by volunteerism.   The Guilford Keeping Society is built on this cooperative 
generosity.  Your support has been and remains integral to our mission to collect, preserve and share 
the history and heritage of Guilford for present and future generations.  We cannot wait to return to 
seeing you all again when normal services resume! 

 

You’ll see from the articles here that our talented and dedicated volunteers, board members and 
museum curator have been busy during these off months, with impressive results.  While it’s not 
difficult to tell our story about our museums and programs – at our properties, in the schools and at 
the Guilford Free Library – it can be a struggle to find the resources needed.  We are proud that we 
hold events and our famous ‘camps’ which raise funds while expanding knowledge about Guilford and 
its history and do not depend solely on crucial grants and charity. 

 

The best is yet to come!  Wait until you see the work done on the Keeping Room in the Medad Stone 
Tavern, the refurbished windows (with thanks to support from the Guilford Foundation) at the Thomas 
Griswold House, the roof on the blacksmith shed, the woodworking display in the Boston Street barn, 
and more.  I am most excited about the brilliant work done by our Library Committee to research, 
catalogue and digitize thousands of images that will be brought to the world online. 

 

To be blunt, we need more steady volunteers to carry the day.   We need those who are willing to 
commit to buildings and grounds maintenance and repair, others to clean the museum interiors and 
still more to help with events and fundraising. Will you offer to fill one of those roles? We do have fun! 
 

As we approach our 75
th anniversary we believe it’s more important than ever to continue our mission 

while maintaining our high standards and excellent reputation on behalf of this extraordinary 
community.   Everything we have achieved thus far has been due to your generous support and we 
cannot thank you enough. 

 

Much of how we recover and, dare I say, expand our influence as a positive and enduring steward of 
Guilford’s unique history, character and culture depends on you, our members and benefactors.  We 
so look forward to hitting the ground running again soon.  Will you please be part of this mission? 

 
Yours,  

Bob Hartmann, Jr. 
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    The Medad Stone Tavern - Keeping Room 
The Keeping Room is one of the most inviting spaces in the Medad Stone Tavern, with its 

huge kitchen fireplace, beehive ovens and Federal period original woodwork. It was also in dire 

need of repair. GKS volunteers led by Steve VanDerMaelen took on the task last year, repairing 

the plaster and brickwork and overseeing a bright new paint job. 

The project started with serious masonry work on the main hearth and the basement 

“summer kitchen” below. Brad Leete repaired the brickwork in the fireplaces and beehive oven 

with cement pointing. Then volunteers moved on to the walls. The ceiling was sheet rocked 

over in the 1960s or later, probably to stop loose plaster from falling down. It needed cosmetic 

repairs and painting. 

The exterior walls are uninsulated with what appears to be the original plaster with 

horsehair as a bonding agent, on top of wooden lath. Before painting could begin volunteers 

had to sand the walls and repair cracks and voids in the plaster. Several large pieces were 

missing after “plaster keys” or wedges formed between the lath and the surface layer, causing

the plaster to fall out.  

Local house painting contractor Phil Greene completed the task of priming and top coating 

the room with historic period colors before the holiday season of 2020. When renovations are 

completed, we will have a beautiful room to showcase for the public. 

The Medad Stone Tavern Bridge Repair 
After our annual New Year’s celebration on January 1st, 2020, we were off to a good 

start for the New Year with lots of plans to hold fundraisers to allow us to raise money to 
maintain and make repairs to our Museums, as well as to have some fun events to share 
our historical Museums with you the GKS Membership and the Community.   Little did we 
know that we would be presented with the Coronavirus early in the year.  Sadly, like many 
other non-profit organizations, this limited our ability to raise funds in 2020.  We had to 
keep the museums closed to the public.  The Keeping Society Board then shifted gears and 
decided to use this down time to make some improvements to the Museum properties.    

We found the wooden plank bridge that runs in front of the Medad Stone Tavern was 
in pretty bad shape and was in need of an overhaul.  The wooden planks needed to be 
replaced.  The project was a huge undertaking and was spearheaded by GKS Board 
Members, Steve VanDerMaelen and Bob Hartmann (in photo), along with the help of some 
other dedicated and talented volunteers.  The planks were made of white oak and were 3 
inches thick and 8 inches wide.  The planks were custom made by Peter Marlowe Forest 
Products in North Guilford.  The project was completed in November of 2020 and is a 
wonderful improvement to the grounds of the Tavern.  

House plaque event at 101 Fair Street with Winnie Seibert, Vince Esposito 

(house owner), John Plant and Joel Helander (left to right) (photo jp). 

The GKS House 

Plaque Program 

In looking for creative ways to 
raise funds during this difficult 
time, the Guilford Keeping Society 
decided to reach out to residents 
who have historic homes in 
Guilford. These homes that are 100 
years old or older are eligible for 
the iconic GKS plaque that 
represents Guilford’s long and rich
history and identifies these homes 
in our community. 

Guilford has an interesting 
mixture of structures that have 
survived the 17th century to the 21st

century and has the distinct honor 
of being a town that has one of the 
largest collections of historic 
homes in New England. The house 
plaque notes the date of the home 
and the original owner. This 
reminds us of Guilford’s past and
keeps Guilford’s history alive! 

  Spearheaded by Winnie Seibert 
and researched by town historian, 
Joel Helander, forty new plaques 
have been delivered to residents. 

  If you’d like to purchase a plaque,
please go to our website at: 
www.guilfordkeepingsociety.com 
and click on the menu item House 
Plaques. 

http://www.guilfordkeepingsociety.com/
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The GKS Receives a Guilford Foundation Grant 
In early February two of our Board members attended a Guilford Foundation workshop encouraging 
Guilford nonprofits to apply for the 2020 Grants and describing the process. The GKS is pleased to 
announce it received a $5,500 grant from The Guilford Foundation to restore the five front windows 
of the Thomas Griswold House. With the impact of unexpected 2020 events we were unable to start 
work as anticipated.  
   The Guilford Foundation has allowed us to extend the timeline forward with work 
beginning in February. The windows have been removed from the building and the 
openings boarded up. They were taken to the workshop of Jonathan Wuerth, where he 
and Steve VanDerMaelen, both master craftsmen and restoration experts, began the 
restoration process. After steaming each window individually to remove all putty, the 
glass was removed for safe keeping and all the lead paint was removed. Once properly 
cleaned the sashes were oil primed and when dry the glass was set back in and caulked. Once this 
arduous and labor intensive process is completed the windows will be returned to their home.  Steve 
VanDerMaelen reported that he and Jonathan Wuerth were shockingly surprised that the window 
sashes and frames were original to the 1764 Thomas Griswold House.  
    The Society is extremely fortunate to have these two master craftsmen involved in this project as 
they are very passionate about this building and its construction. 

Keeping Society
Board of Directors 

Officers 

Tom Black 

Robert Hartmann, Jr. 

Hope Ryan 

Sue Stoddard 

Fran Swietlicki 

Board Members 

Gail Buxton 

Stephen Dudley 

Dan Fisher 

Kat Genera 

Carol McGrath 

Cyrus Miller 

Peter Mousch  

Dana Nelson 

Winnie Seibert 

Susan Smith 

Steve VanDerMaelen 

Staff 

Museum Director/

Curator Pat Lovelace 

GKS Greetings on the Green 

A larger-than-life Christmas card appeared on the Green this holiday season, part of a 
collection of displays local organizations produced in response to a request from Guilford 
Parks and Recreation. The card was conceived, designed and painted in brilliant colors 
by Sam Fisher, the son of GKS Board Member Dan Fisher (both in photo). 
   After a discussion among board members GKS decided upon a card featuring the 
Society’s two main assets: The Griswold House and the Medad Stone Tavern. Sam, a
Guilford High School graduate now in his sophomore year at the Maryland Institute 
College of Art in Baltimore, took his inspiration from a historic photograph of a sleigh 
coursing down Boston Street in front of the Griswold House.  

Starting with two sheets of 
exterior-grade plywood, Sam 
sketched his design in pencil 
and then painted it over the 
course of several weeks using 
acrylic paints sealed under a 
protective layer of clear coat. 
The design includes stylized 
depictions of the two 
properties surrounded by a 
fanciful collection of 
poinsettias and ribbons, all in 
striking primary colors. The 
project took a bit longer than 
anticipated but even Sam 
now admits it was worth the 
effort! 
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Spring Tag Sale 
    Last October on a wonderful fall Saturday, we had a Community Tag Sale on the grounds of the 

Thomas Griswold House.  It was a fun day with many people renting spaces to sell their goods that 
they had collected over our COVID lockdown.  People who did not want to sell their own unwanted 
items donated them to the Guilford Keeping Society to be sold by us, as a donation to GKS.  It was a 
very successful day for us and the proceeds were greatly appreciated for helping to keep our two 
properties going.  Without other fundraising events that would have made us money over the past 
year, such as our Wine Tasting, Beer Tasting, House Tour and Quarry Tour, the Tag Sale was one event 
that we could still have.  Many people attended and people were 
appreciative to get outside in a fun way. 

 

    We are planning a Community Tag Sale again this coming June on the 
Thomas Griswold House grounds on Boston Street.   So during these 
times of staying at home and uncluttering as you go through your closets, 
attics, garages, barns, and basements, put aside items you would like to 
sell by renting a space or else donate your items to the Guilford Keeping 
Society’s table.  It is a fun day with many bargains to be had.  More details 
to follow with the date and time in June.   

 

   For more information, call Sue Stoddard at (203) 453-1255. 
 

A New Collection: William E. Weld 
 

William E. Weld (1815–1902) was Guilford’s master builder during the 
ante-bellum period in Guilford history, beginning in 1839 when he built 
his first dwelling house. Over the next 40+ years, he built over 35 houses 
in Guilford alone, introducing the Greek Revival and Villa styles. 
Remarkably, Mr. Weld drafted his own architectural plans for most of the 
houses, including plans sub-contracted to the celebrated Connecticut 
architect, Henry Austin. Weld also operated a lumber yard from his home 
on Boston Street. He was prominent in civic affairs until his death. 
   During the pandemic year, kind donors of Weld memorabilia 
contributed to the  start-up of a Weld collection for the Guilford Keeping  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Society. Stephen B. Dudley, a new GKS Board member, who is a great 
grandson (3x) of William Weld, donated many of Weld’s architectural drawings. He also donated a framed 
portrait of the celebrated contractor and Weld’s ornate carpentry chest of tools. 
   An antiques dealer in Clinton notified the Society about a set of ledgers and daybooks kept by Weld. 
These documents date to the earliest period of Weld’s business and were purchased for the collection. 
They chronicle in detail many of the expenses incurred by Weld for building local houses. 
   And around the same time, it was discovered that another dealer in New Haven had other rare 
architectural drawings by Weld, including several originals by Austin. The dealer’s asking price was beyond 
the means of GKS and two angels living in one of Weld’s greatest creations––the Guilford Institute Building 
on North Fair Street––stepped up to the plate. Susan and George Morriss donated generously to make 
the purchase possible. Their noble gift was an act of rescue and preservation. 
   Museum Director Pat Lovelace has announced a plan to stage a 2021 summer exhibit on Guilford 
architecture. It will emphasize, of course, memorabilia from the new Weld Collection. 
 

William E. Weld 
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Remembering Carl A. Balestracci, Jr., 1940–2019 
 

Truly, Carl A. Balestracci, Jr. was a Man for All Seasons in Guilford. His burning passion and undying love for 
his hometown were true and steady. His humanitarian spirit and commitment to town government, military 
veteran affairs, the public school system, Ancient Mariner’s Drum Corps, and other civic activities are well 
known. Yet, his commitment to local history and issues of preservation may be less known. 
 

     I knew Carl best through our shared commitment to local history and preservation issues. These were times 
in the 1960s and 1970s when we both felt that we walked a lonely path to the beat of a different drummer. 
That’s because interest in local history had not yet come into an age of its own. It was before school curriculum 
embraced local history, before Alex Haley’s Roots, before the American Bicentennial, before Guilford’s 350th 
anniversary, and before the Ancestry.com computer web site. 
 

     Just 50 years ago, in 1969, I met this Man for All Seasons. It was on a “field trip” that I had advertised in my 
monthly neighborhood newspaper, “The Clapboard Hill News”. Participants were invited to meet at my 
parent’s home on Clapboard Hill on Saturday, June 28, 1969, where we would embark by cars to the Goss 
property off Goose Lane, now known as the East River Preserve. From there, we would hike an old trail to a 
genuine bear cave and old cranberry bog, which had just been the subject of one of my newspaper historical 
sketches. Carl appeared with his two young boys, Chris and Andy, to join a small group of hikers. In a couple 
of hours, our common interests connected in a large way.  
 

     Later in 1969, I connected with Carl when he dismantled and salvaged an old barn on Church Street, which 
would have been otherwise razed for the construction of the Guilford Court subsidized housing units. Shortly 
after the New Millennium, he invested personal funds and his own manual labor to save another 19th century 
barn on the property developed for Yale’s Shoreline Medical Center. Down through the years, we tackled 
similar projects of preservation, not the least of which was a formidable project undertaken by Faulkner’s 
Light Brigade. The 10-year project culminated with restoration of a revered historic lighthouse and an island 
erosion control project. We both acquired islands of our own in Long Island Sound for novelty and 
preservation: Outer White Top for Carl and Goose Island for myself. Carl established an adult education class 
on Guilford history in the 1980s and, later, I followed my mentor, Carl, doing the same thing. 
 

     Carl was committed to memorializing sacred events and special people, usually in granite stone for 
permanence and longevity. On Guilford Green, he orchestrated erection of the World War II memorial block; 
in front of the Whitfield State Museum, he orchestrated erection of a flat tablet dedicated to the memory of 
the town’s Covenant signers; in Alderbrook Cemetery, he donated a flat fieldstone to mark the re-burial of 
Menunkatuck Native American remains. He was a pivotal force on the new GHS Arts & Science Hall of Fame 
Committee. 
 

     Carl’s involvement with the Guilford Keeping Society and the Edith B. Nettleton Historical Room in our 
public library spanned several decades. At GKS, he chaired the committee to celebrate the 340th anniversary 
(1979) of the signing of the Guilford Covenant, the very Covenant that he transported personally, on loan to 
Guilford from the Massachusetts Historical Society on the occasion the 375th anniversary of the town’s 
founding. He helped celebrate the 200th anniversary (1981) of the British raid on Leete’s Island by dressing in 
period costume and firing a cannon on the Green.  
 

     Carl was a primary lecturer for the Society’s fundraiser at the Stony Creek Quarry; this, coinciding with 
publication of his celebrated book, John Beattie and His Quarrymen: Building America Stone by Stone. As 
chairman of the historic house plaque committee for GKS, Carl was overseer of issuing plaques for 
homeowners with houses built over 100 years ago. He donated memorabilia to establish a room in the Medad 
Stone Tavern Museum to honor Charles D. Hubbard, nationally acclaimed artist/writer. He facilitated the 
donation of the spectacular Heidtman collection of stone artifacts to establish a Native American collection 
in the Thomas Griswold House Museum. (continued on next page) 
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GKS Plans 2 Children's Day Camps this Summer 
The Guilford Keeping Society is offering two different day-camp experiences with 
themes in American history. The camps will be limited to 8 children per session 
to allow for social distancing. All safety guidelines will be followed.  
1. The Historical American Girl Doll Camp will take place at the Keeping 

Society's Medad Stone Tavern Museum from July 12-16 and a second week 
July 19-23 from 9:30 to 12:30. Please register for only one week, per camp.  

2. The Colonial Life Camp at the Society’s Griswold House Museum runs from 
August 2 -6 and a second week August 9-13 from 9:30 to 12:30. Please register 
your child for only one week, per camp.  

The camps are open to children from seven to twelve years old. The cost for each 
camp is $100, which includes project materials. To learn more about the camps 
visit our web page www.guilfordkeepingsociety.com. To register a child for camp, 
email info@guilfordkeepingsociety.com or call Pat (203) 453-2263.  

Remembering Carl A. Balestracci, Jr., 

(continued) 
 

At the time of his death, Carl served on the 
Board of Directors of GKS and made Board 
meetings lively and fun. 

 

The list of Carl’s historical commitments are 
legion. We who knew and loved Carl Balestracci 
as A Man for All Seasons in Guilford realize more 
than ever that his grievous loss comes only 
where great blessing has been.      J.E.Helander 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deck the Halls 
 

In the Victorian era, homeowners decked their 
doorways, mantels and staircases with boughs of 
fresh greenery. Garlands and wreaths of holly, ivy, 
mistletoe and pine made a vibrant contrast to the 
bleak, wintry landscape that loomed outside. Accents 
like ribbons, flowers, berries and gilded fruits and nuts 
gave the greens additional color and elegance. The 
custom of trimming the home with evergreen 
endures into the contemporary era.  Decor fashioned 
from fresh-cut boughs captures the true Victorian 
spirit.  The GKS decided to continue the tradition this 
past holiday season at its museums. 
 

        
 

   Hopefully if you passed by the museums you noticed 
the sprays of greens and holly.  Donations from Fran 
Swietlicki, Dana Nelson, Sue Stoddard, Tom Black, Sue 
Smith and Peter Mousch made it possible for us to 
adorn the museums with traditional Victorian sprays.    
   Peter enjoyed collecting all of the greens on the 
grounds of the museums, different varieties of pine, 
juniper berries, boxwood were harvested and then 
holly was added.  Red bows were the finishing touch.  
   We look forward to this being an annual tradition. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Carl as First Selectman of Guilford 

 

Pre-Covid Fun 

http://www.guilfordkeepingsociety.com/
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The Thomas Griswold House Herb Garden Installation 
 
As you tour the grounds of The Thomas Griswold 

House Museum you may have noticed the recent 
installation of a colonial kitchen herb garden close 
to the back door.  

 

Colonists from England built raised, rectangular 
gardens just outside the home. These beds 
measured about 6-8 inches above ground level to 
easily amend the soil, heat it up quickly in the spring 
and to improve drainage. Gardens were narrow 
enough to be tended from either side of the beds 
and were filled with plants prized for their 
medicinal value, potpourri scents and for their 
culinary use. 

 

Behind the small dooryard garden three dwarf 
boxwoods were planted against the classic 18th 
century saltbox house to frame the keeping room 
and provide structure for the herb garden. 

 

The kitchen garden perennial plants were chosen 
for their ease in maintenance and their medicinal, 
fragrant and culinary value. Any of these plants 
could have been found in an earlier garden of the 
Griswold household from the late 18th century and 
forward.  

 

❖ Catmint (Nepeta cataria) is a flowering 
perennial, a member of the mint family, with 
a faint aromatic scent, grey green foliage and 
spikes of purple flowers. It is known for its 
mild, calming effect. It could treat stomach 
aches and head colds. 

❖ Chives (Allium schoenoprasium) was mostly 
used as a flavoring. 

❖ Lamb’s ear (Stachys byzantine) This popular 
perennial was used to facilitate the healing of 
cuts and wounds and made useful band-aids 
and bandages. 

❖ Lavender (Lavendula officinalis) was a prized 
herb in an age when strong and unpleasant 
odors dominated colonial life. It was often 
used to scent clothing. Dried lavender would 
be tucked under stored clothes to refresh it. It 
was also used as an insect repellent.  

❖ Oregano, wild marjoram (Originanum 
vulgate) was used to aid digestion and 
menstruation. It was also planted to provide 
happiness and peace. It helped to heal scabs 
and itching and to treat earaches.  

❖ Sage (Salvia officinalis) was once thought to 
improve mental disorders and digestion. Later 
it was used to combat snake bites. Native 

Americans were said to mix it with bear grease 
to make a salve in treating sore throats. It was 
an herb used in cooking. 

❖ Thyme (Thymus vulgaris) was used for 
flavoring, sometimes dropped in tea, and its 
leaves were used to remedy a cough. Sprigs of 
thyme were placed on lard and butter to keep 
them from becoming rancid. Thyme was used 
as an antiseptic to treat toothaches, gout and 
headaches. In fact, some said there was 
nothing that thyme could not cure! 

The Guilford Keeping Society invites and 
welcomes members to donate perennial flowers 
or cuttings from their gardens that could further 
enhance our colonial dooryard garden entrance.                          
Dana Nelson 
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The Guilford Keeping Society Membership Drive 
The GKS mission is to collect, preserve, and share the history of Guilford. Whether you are interested in 
Guilford’s history, culture, or early way of life, our museums are sure to satiate your interests.  

A GKS membership is an invitation to stroll across our beautiful and timeless landscapes year round 
and to time travel to 18th and 19th century life inside our two museums: The Thomas Griswold House 
(1764) is situated on a small knoll above Boston Street, and the Medad Stone Tavern (1803) is located 
on Three Mile Course.  

The Society’s tiered museum membership provides members with free admission to the museums; 
a 10% discount in our gift shop at the Thomas Griswold House; the quarterly GKS newsletters, 
invitations to the Annual Meeting, GKS exhibits, lectures, holiday events and special occasions. 

Whether you’re a student, an individual, a senior or a family, there is a place for you among our 
members. We hope to increase our membership and invite all of our Guilford residents, past and 
present, to become involved in our museums. Your new or continued membership is vital to maintain 
the Society’s historic buildings and open spaces for future generations. 

Please consider renewing your membership or becoming a new member. Go to our website at the 
guilfordkeepingsociety.com to join us. Thank you for your new and continuing support especially now 
that we are approaching the 75th anniversary of the Guilford Keeping Society next year. 

 

http://guilfordkeepingsociety.com/
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