
Blacksmith 

The blacksmith was one of the most important tradesmen of any colonial settlement. They used 
a forge to make and fix all sorts of iron items such as horseshoes, tools, axe heads, hammers, 
nails, and plowshares. 

 Colonial Trades that Relied on the Blacksmith: 

A) Farmer 
Colonial farmers grew a wide variety of crops depending on where they lived. Popular crops 
included wheat, corn, barley, oats, tobacco, and rice. Before the advent of mechanized 
tools, farming during colonial times was hand-labor agriculture, accomplished by the hoe, 
scythe, and axe, and plow. 
 

B) Farrier 
A farrier's work in colonial America would have included horseshoeing as well as the 
fabrication and repair of tools, the forging of architectural pieces, etc. Today, farriers usually 
specialize in horseshoeing, focusing their time and effort on the care of the horse's foot. 
 

C) Carpenter 
The Carpenter was responsible for the structural parts of a building. The items included 
roofs, partitions and floors. Carpenters also made basic furniture for the colonists. 
 

D) Wheelwright 
The wheelwright specialized in making and repairing wheels for vehicles such as carriages 
and wagons. Wheelwrights were skilled craftsman who needed to be able to work with wood 
and iron in order to make a round and durable wheel that could withstand the rough roads of 
the colonies. 
 

E) Cooper 
The cooper made different containers such as barrels, casks, and buckets. These 
containers were important in colonial times for storing all sorts of items including ale, wine, 
flour, gunpowder, and tobacco. The cooper was a skilled trade as these containers needed 
to be durable and watertight for a long time. 
 

F) Gunsmith 
The gunsmith made and repaired firearms for the town. Gunsmiths had to be skilled in 
working with both wood and metal. Most of the gunsmiths in colonial times spent their time 
fixing existing guns rather than making new guns. New guns were usually imported from 
England. 
 

G) Milliner 
The milliner was the owner of the local clothing store. They sold items for sewing such as 
cloth and thread. They also made all sorts of clothing accessories including hats, shirts, 
aprons, hoods, cloaks, and shifts. The milliner was often a woman and was one of the few 
trades that could be owned and operated by a woman during colonial times. 


